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Dear Commissioner,  

 

as a newly founded organization we write to you to draw your 

attention to the specific needs of the persons we are 

representing. 

According to scientific research, 47% of the European 

population are, in the one way or other, ugly. This makes them 

the by far biggest social minority group in Europe, exceeding 

in size and significance all other minority groups such as 

religious or ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, people with 

disabilities, etc.  

Contrary to those other groups, however, ugly persons (which 

we would prefer to call persons with physical attractiveness 

deficiency - PPADs) are not yet recognized as such, and enjoy 



no status as a group deserving special protection. This could 

be due to the fact that PAD exists in a great variety of 

forms: some people are too tall, others too small, some are 

obese, others have warts, some have no hair, others have hair 

where they shouldn't have it, some smell disagreeably, some 

have bad teeth, and some, finally, combine some or all of 

these deficiencies.  

There is thus no uniformity among PPADs, which makes them a 

model for the diverse society that Europe strives to be.  

However, what all PPADs have in common is that their outward 

appearance sets them at a particular disadvantage and prevents 

them from living the happy and successful lives that they 

otherwise could live. At school, they are bullied by their 

class-mates, and are thus prevented from developing the self-

esteem that is so important for success in adult life. As 

adults, while being formally allowed to marry, they actually 

do not enjoy marriage equality because no-one wants to marry 

them. In professional life, they do not get the same career 

opportunities as good-looking people with equal or slightly 

inferior skills. They are less likely to find friends or 

attractive life partners, and often suffer from loneliness and 

social exclusion. 

How is it possible that the EU, which claims that equality and 

non-discrimination are among its priorities, continues 

neglecting the plight of PPADs? Why, for example, is there an 

EU Directive to prohibit race discrimination, while there is 

no Directive to prevent discrimination on the ground of 

physical unattractiveness? If it is wrong to discriminate 

against people who have a different skin colour but are 

otherwise good-looking, why is it ok to discriminate against 

those who may have a white skin but otherwise are ugly. Is the 

latter group not equally in need, and deserving, of 

protection?  

 

As the Commission itself has stated at various occasions, the 

unequal treatment of different grounds of discrimination must 

come to an end. We therefore urge you to come forward with 

policy proposals that give to PPADs the same rights and 

protections as to all other potential victims of 

discrimination, in particular concerning discrimination at the 

workplace and with regard to access to goods and services. 

We would be keen to discuss these and other matters with you 

at a meeting that can be fixed at your earliest convenience. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 



 

 

  Udo Hassknecht      Luc P. Verhofstadt  

(General Secretary)         (President) 

 


