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Subject: Smokers’ Fundamental Rights 

 

Dear Commissioners, 

we are addressing you in our quality as a new European roof organization 

representing the interest of smokers in the European Union. 

Smokers are a social minority group that faces discrimination and exclusion, 

including as a result of the EU's policies. We therefore think it is highest time for 

the European Commission to engage in an open and constructive dialogue 

to redress this situation.  

Not so long ago, smokers were allowed to be themselves, in accordance with 

their inclination and enjoying their lives just as everyone else as respected 

members of society. In the last twenty to thirty years, however, this situation 

has changed dramatically: we have been singled out to become the target 

of systematic discrimination.  

Strangely, this situation is not the result of hatred or prejudice against smokers 

in the wider population. Instead it is driven by policies adopted by 

governments or, more often than not, at EU level. It seemed harmless when it 

began with some restrictions on tobacco advertising – but today we are 



confronted with smoking prohibitions in trains, airports, public buildings, 

schools and universities, hotels and restaurants, and at times even in private 

dwellings. 

Smokers are today treated like second-class citizens, and they are a safe and 

socially accepted target for whatever kind of discrimination comes to mind.  

The pretext for such discriminations usually is that smoking is unhealthy, and 

that measures to restrict or prevent smoking are part of a policy to promote 

public health. 

Such justifications are, however, hardly credible when comparing the 

situation of smokers to that of gays, lesbians, or transgender persons. Like 

sexual orientation, attraction to smoking is a characteristic that is not freely 

chosen and must, at least to some extent, be considered innate. Moreover, 

the health risks allegedly associated with smoking are certainly not greater 

than those associated with being LGBT; in fact, they are probably smaller. It is 

therefore hard to understand why the same governments that recently have 

done so much to make society more LGBT-friendly do so little to 

accommodate the needs of smokers. While “heteronormativity” is 

increasingly questioned and challenged, non-smoking-normativity continues 

being enforced with increasing rigour. 

Once people have discovered that they are born to be smokers, they should 

be allowed to come out of their closet and smoke. Society should understand 

that smokers must smoke, just as non-smokers must abstain from smoking. It 

should learn to celebrate smoking as part of the pluralism and diversity that 

are at the heart of our common European values. 

This will of course require a mentality change at all levels of society. One of 

the primordial tasks is therefore to guarantee and support the freedom of 

expression of smokers, e.g. by supporting the organisation of annual 

“Smokers’ Pride” events in all EU capitals as well as abroad. Indeed, 

promoting smokers’ rights is to promote human rights, and by supporting 

smokers in their fight for equality the EU’s foreign policy would be reviving its 

most glorious era: after all, was it not with the purpose of defending the rights 

of smokers that in 1842 the leading European powers began the Opium War 

and conquered China? If the defence of smoker’s rights was so important 

then, why not today? 

It goes by itself that respect for smokers and their rights must permeate all 

policy areas, including education and culture. It is no longer acceptable that 

school children are exposed to anti-smoking propaganda. On the contrary, 

they should be encouraged to try and find out, in an open and discrimination 

free environment,  whether they are not themselves born smokers – and if so, 

whether their smoking orientation is directed at tobacco, cannabis, or other.  

We do hope, dear Commissioners, that you will live up to your promise, made 

during the hearing process prior to your appointment, to fight discrimination 

and inequality at all levels of society. If that is truly your intention, then you will 



make sure that smokers get the same rights that women, homosexuals and 

disabled persons already have. 

We are looking forward to discussing these matters in a personal meeting with 

you and your senior staff – ideally with the perspective of adopting a 

Roadmap for the Protection of Smokers’ Fundamental Rights. 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

 

 

Herman van Creampie 

(Executive Director) 

 

  

  

 


